
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Trappers, 
 
It’s hard to believe we are approaching winter break and the end of the first semester.  There are plenty of opportunities to 
visit us at Fort.  We will have winter concerts, wrestling, swimming, and basketball almost nightly.  Also there are some 
informational meetings listed below.  Hope to see you soon!  
 

Upcoming Dates 
December 11th, 6 PM, Senior Parent Meeting (WASL information) 
December 13th, 6 – 7 PM, Parent Advisory (PM) 
December 20th, 9:30 – 10:30 AM, Parent Advisory (AM) 
 

WASL News  
Passing the WASL in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics is required for graduation with a Certificate of Academic 
Achievement.  The state has developed some alternatives for students who do not pass sections of the WASL.  Your 
student’s counselor is a good resource for questions about the WASL and the alternative paths to graduation.  This link is 
also a good source for information:  http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/default.aspx 
 
12th grade parents: Students who still need to pass sections of the WASL have been meeting with staff to go over 
graduation plans.  Some of you may have received copies of the Senior Grad Plan document.  These need to be signed and 
returned after students have completed the document.  Please don’t hesitate to call us at the school with any questions you 
may have. 

 
11th grade parents: Students will have the opportunity to retake any or all of the WASL sections in March and April. 
 
10th grade parents:  All 10th grade students will be given the opportunity to take the WASL in March and April.   
 
9th grade parents:  9th grade students are not required to take the WASL until their 10th 

 grade year.  They do have the opportunity to take it early if they wish.  Registration  
information is available in this newsletter. 
 

WASL Testing Dates (Each test takes 2 days) 
Reading – March 10, 11 
Writing – March 12, 13 
Math – April 15, 16 
Science – April 17, 18  
 
GO TRAPPERS! 
Jeff Snell 
Principal 
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Time is running out! 
2008 Ads for Grads 

 
Graduation only happens once in a 
lifetime, and what a better way to 

remember that time – Ads for 
Seniors!  This is a great way for 
family and friends to personalize 
their senior’s yearbook.  We have 
only reserved a limited amount of 
space for the 2008 Yearbook for 

Senior ads.  Ads can be purchased in 
a variety of sizes.  You can access 
the Fort Vancouver web site for 

additional information OR e-mail 
betty.newcomb@vansd.org .   The deadline 
for purchasing ads is January 25. 

 

 

 2008 Yearbook 

 
All pages are in color. 
Buy one before they are 
gone. 
Business Office-same great 

price only $40. 
 

Online Pre-Registration for Testing (OPT) 
Spring 2008 High School WASL (grade 9) 
(NEW!) 
* Online and phone registration for the Spring 
High School WASL for grade 9 will be Dec. 10, 2007 
to Jan. 14, 2008.  Students are expected to register 
themselves either online at 
www.k12.wa.us/waslregistration 
<https://mail.ospi.k12.wa.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?
URL=http://www.k12.wa.us/waslregistration> or by 
phone at 1-866-400-WASL (9275).  Schools are 
allowed to assist students with this registration 
procedure, but are not required to do so.  
 
* Please note that ninth grade students can 
register for reading, writing, and mathematics, 
science is not an option for 9th graders in Spring 
2008 because it is not a graduation requirement for 
this class.  
 

News from the Nurse: 
 
Happy Holidays and a healthy New Year! 
 
 
FLU SHOTS:   
 
Clark County Public Health Departments recommends 
that students with long term health conditions like: asthma 
and diabetes obtain flu vaccine as they are more likely to 
develop complications related to the flu. Parents are 
encouraged to check with their student’s health care 
provider for their recommendations. Flu shots and Flu Mist 
are available at doctor’s offices and at flu clinics or 
appointment at local pharmacies throughout the area. Call 
for more information and/or an appointment. Now is the 
time to get the flu vaccine.  

 
HEALTH INSURANCE:   
 
Washington State Health insurance is available for 
children 0-19 yrs even if the family is not eligible. 
For more information and an application, call 1-877-
543-7669 (1-877-KIDS NOW) or on the Web, 
http://fortress.wa.gov/dshs/maa/chip 
 



 

 
Basic facts about MRSA 

 
What is MRSA (methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus)? 
 A type of “Staph” infection, which 
 • Often causes skin infections 
 • Is resistant to many antibiotics, including penicillin 
 

What does it look like? 
 • A “spider bite” 
 • A “bug bite” 
 • Abscess 
 • Boil 
 • Impetigo 
 • Infected skin/wound 
 
How do you get MRSA? 
 • Touching someone’s MRSA-infected skin 
 • Touching surfaces that are contaminated with MRSA 
 • Sharing sports equipment 
 • Sharing personal hygiene items (bar soap, towels, razors) 
 • Over-using antibiotics, stopping them early, or missing doses 
 

How is MRSA treated? 
 By a health care provider who may: 
 • Drain the infection and/or 
 • Give an antibiotic and/or 
 • Help reduce the amount of bacteria on the skin 
 
How do you stop the spread of MRSA? 
 • Wash hands often with warm, soapy water 
 • Use 60% alcohol-based hand gel when soap and water are not available 
 • Do not share personal items (bar soap, towels) or clothing 
 • Avoid contact with other people’s skin infections 
 • Cover all wounds with a clean, dry bandage taped on all four sides 
 • Report skin infections to the school nurse 
 • Do not take antibiotics when you do not need them 
 
Additional tips for students in athletic programs: 
 • Shower immediately after practice and matches 
 • Wear practice clothes/uniforms only once, wash with soap and hot water, dry in hot dryer 
 • Report skin infections to the coach or trainer 

• Clean and disinfect athletic/wrestling gear and practice surfaces (mats, benches, weight lifting equipment) after                         
each use 

 • In wrestling and other contact sports, do not practice with potentially contagious wounds, even if covered 
 
These facts were provided by the Tacoma/Pierce County Health Department.  For more information, go to tpchd.org. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2008 SENIOR PARENT COMMITTEE NEWS UPDATES 

Drug & Alcohol Free Graduation Party 
 

 
 

Upcoming Event 
 
FALL Fundraiser Info 
 
Senior parents would you like to purchase a sweatshirt or T-shirt that says:  

      FORT VANCOUVER                            
            TRAPPERS 
Prices range from $12.00 to $30.00.  You can add your student’s name for an additional $5.00. We have Hats and Red or Gray 
sweatshirts. We also have order forms in the Senior Mail Box in Fort’s office. Questions call Jim Lynch @ 360-694-3495 or 
Veena Girod at 253-2722 
We also have Fort Vancouver Trappers Umbrellas on Sale for $20.00. You can purchase them in the concession stand at Fort 
Vancouver home games or Call one of the officers. 
 

Another FALL Holiday Fundraiser 
Our Poinsettia will be delivered on Sunday Dec. 2. You will need to pick your orders between 9:00 – 12:00.  Call Leslie 
Lefebvre @695-0006.    

 

1
st
 Dodge ball Tournament – We will be setting a new date. Start forming your teams. $100.00 for a team of 8.  T-Shirts and 

prizes will be awarded!!!  Watch for details! 
 

Our Annual Fort Dessert Auction 
 
Auction date has been set for Saturday. March 15, 2008 at Fort Vancouver High School. Grab a ticket and bid on hundreds of 
items that have been beautifully put together. We look forward to seeing you there. 
Come help support the 2007-08 senior class for their Drug & Alcohol Free Graduation Party. 
 
2008 Drug & Alcohol Free Graduation Party Tickets will be $100.00. Plan now to attend. Also to be able to attend you will have 
to have a permission slip turned in to the committee before departure.  
 

 
It’s easy! It’s Free! It’s powerful! 
Shop at Safeway? We all do. Then sign up for E-Script. Call Safeway @ 1-877-728-3929 and get your club number. Next go to 
www.escript.com, click on sign up, then follow the instructions. 
Fort’s group ID #8562532 
 
Any questions, input, wanting to help.   
Contact co-chairs  Becky VanHouse -  beckyvanhouse@comcast.net  771-1607 
   Bill Blue –  William.Blue@clark.wa.gov 921-2880 
Treasurer  Vickie Colpron -  vcolpron@comcast.net  695-0270 
Secretary   Veena Girod – vgirod5@comcast.net  253-2722 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Informational Notice 
 

This notice is intended to communicate the Vancouver School District’s expectations 

concerning school bus stop use. 

 
Please have students at the stop five (5) minutes before the bus is expected. 

Please encourage students to be good citizens while waiting for the bus by: 
 

1. Waiting only on the sidewalk or side of the street. 
(Students should never sit on curb with their feet 
in the street, walk or stand in traffic lanes.)  No horseplay 
that could result in a child falling into or darting out into 
the street. 

2. Respecting the person and property of other students at the stop. 
3. Respecting the property of those who live near the bus stop. 
4. Watching for and following all driver signals and directions. 
5. Approaching the bus only when the door has opened. 
6. Boarding the bus in a courteous, orderly manner. 

 
Please have student(s) use only the stop they have been assigned. 

Please have student(s) use the same stop in the afternoon that they use in the morning. 
 
If it is necessary for your student(s) to use a bus stop other than the one they have been 
assigned, notify the school on or before the day that another bus will be used. This notification 
must be in the form of a written notice. The school staff will review and initial the information 
and pass it on to the driver. 
 
Thank you for your attention concerning this important safety issue. 
Please direct questions to the Transportation Department Safety and Training Office at 313-
4800. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates for the 2007-2008 School Year 
 
Dec 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Two Hour Late Start 
Dec 24-Jan 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Winter Break (No School) 
Jan 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ML King Birthday (No School) 
Jan 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Two Hour Late Start 
Jan 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Semester Break (No School) 
Feb 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Two Hour Late Start 
Feb 15 -18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Presidents’ Day (No School) 
Mar 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Two Hour Late Start 
Mar 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Two Hour Late Start 
Mar 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Parent Conferences (No School) 
Mar 31 – Apr 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Spring Break (No School) 
 
To contact us, Please use these DIRECT LINES: 
 
Attendance – 313-4041 or 313-4040 
Counseling Center – 313-4007 
Main Office – 313-4000 
Business /Athletic Office 313-4014 or 313-4013 
Career Center – 313-4044 

Vancouver School District 
Fort Vancouver High School 
5700 E 18th Street 
Vancouver, Washington 98661-6898 
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